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Over 40 lakh devotees take holy dip on last day of the Magh Mela 

                       40                                      

 More than 22 crore devotees took holy dip during this year‘s Magh Mela, with the highest 
turnout recorded on Mauni Amavasya on January 18. 

 इस                          22                                      ,   स   स स       

    18                                    गई। 

 On the last day of the Magh Mela on Sunday that coincided with the Maha Sivaratri festival, 
over 40 lakh devotees took a holy dip in the Ganga and Sangam, an official said. 
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                                ,                      स      , 40                        

     औ                       , ए                । 

 A mela authority official said that devotees started arriving at the fair area late Saturday night 
to take a holy dip on the auspicious occasion and over 40 lakh devotees took bath in the 
Ganga and Sangam, the official said. 

                 ए                          स                        ए                  

स                         ग     औ  40                             औ                  । 

Adequate security 

             

 District Magistrate Manish Kumar Verma said that amid adequate security arrangements the 
Magh Mela ended on Sunday. 

                                            स                                      स    

  । 

 Mr. Verma said that more than 22 crore devotees took a holy dip during this year‘s Magh 
Mela, with the highest turnout recorded on Mauni Amavasya on January 18, when about 
4.36 crore took bath. 

                   इस                    22                                      ,   स   

स स           18                                ,     ग ग 4.36        ग          

    । 

 He said the scale of participation this year far surpassed the record of the 2013 Kumbh held 
in Prayagraj, when around 12 crore devotees had taken the holy dip. 

 उ             इस          ग                              2013                           

         ग  ,     ग ग 12                                 । 

Controversy erupts 

              

 The Magh Mela also remained in the news amid tensions between Swami 
Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati and the administration. 

         ,                          औ                                           । 

 A controversy erupted on Mauni Amavasya morning at the Sangam Nose when police, 
citing heavy crowd pressure, allegedly stopped the seer from proceeding to the Sangam in a 

palanquin along with a large number of supporters. 

                                 उस स                ग  ,        स                      

      ए             स          स       स          स                            स          । 

 Following the incident, the seer did not take the ceremonial bath on any subsequent 
auspicious day and his differences with the government continued. 

 इस            , स        स                       औ                     औ           स   

उ                  । 

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society  

TOPICS COVERED  16 February 2026 
1. Love and its newfangled terms 

     औ        ए- ए    
2. Displaced Kashmiri Pandits celebrate Herath as Muslims recall past bonds 

                                    ,                                       
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Love and its newfangled terms 

     औ        ए- ए    

 Married couples in India are, reportedly, increasingly opening themselves up to alternative 
relationship models and structures, often in pursuit of authentic happiness and trust. 
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                     ,            ,                      औ                ए             

          ,                  औ                  । 

 Perceived for long as conservative, it seems Tamil Nadu is not entirely so. 

      स   स                             ,  स   ग                            स         । 

 Some of the cities are now accommodating ethical non-monogamy — very simply, a 
relationship involving many and with consent. 

            ए        -                    ग     — स          ,          स    ई   ग      

                    । 

 Preeti M.S. syncs up with married couples in Tamil Nadu to explore these new trends. 

      ए .ए . इ   ए           स          ए                           स          । 

 Chennai-based entrepreneur Madan Raj* and his techie wife Vandana Raj*, both 30 years 
old, are on a popular dating app — together and separately. 

    ई     उ           * औ  उ                             *,       30       , ए         

       ऐ     — स   औ    ग-  ग —         । 

 If this is confusing, you have just been introduced to the world of ethical non-monogamy, or 
ENM as it is popularly called in the online dating stratosphere. 

  ग                 ,            -    ए        -            ENM           स         

      ग     ,   स         इ       ग  ग                । 

 The couple date other people on the app, with each other‘s consent, while being transparent 

to the people they date. 

                    ग   स             , ए -  स               स  , औ     स                 उ    

                    ए। 

 ―We were high school sweethearts who got married young. We realised we wanted to explore 
dating other people while being committed to each other,‖ explains Mr. Madan. 

 ―     ई                स    औ     उ            ।     ए स स       ए -  स                

      ए         ग                       ,‖             । 

 ENM, as a concept, has been growing among married couples in the last 15 years and the 
pandemic turned out to be a catalyst, not only in Indian metros but also in smaller towns and 
tier-two cities, including Guwahati, Lucknow, and Bareilly. 

 ENM, ए                  ,       15                                    औ          ए  

      स      ई,                   ग                     औ      -2            ,       

        ,    ऊ औ                । 

 As the acronym suggests, ENM refers to a couple committed to each other either as primary 
partners or a married couple, opening their marriage/relationship to find other 
suitors/lovers/partners within a mutually agreed framework, with clear rules and 
communication guidelines. 

   स     स             , ENM उ           स                                                    

   ए -  स                      ए,           औ                       स                      

          /           स            ए         । 

 ―Healthy boundaries, clear communication, and mutual respect are the cornerstones of 
any relationship; and when you open up a marriage or a once-committed monogamous 
relationship, then the need for rules, clarity, and communication becomes even more 
imperative,‖ says Vidya Jebaraj, a Bengaluru-based marriage counsellor. 

 ―       ए ,         , औ              स                        ; औ          स  

              ए                         ,          ,      औ  स               औ          

                  ,‖                                                । 

Anecdotal stories 

                          

 One has to rely on surveys conducted by dating apps, the odd research paper, or news 
article for more reliable data and statistics on open marriages and relationships. 

           औ                   स         औ              ए        ऐ         ए गए स  , 

   -           ,                                    । 
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 On the contrary, anecdotal stories of couples in open marriages offer a plethora of insight 
and wisdom. 

 इस         ,                                                        औ    झ               

  । 

 Married couples who have successfully explored ENM claim that it has not only helped build 
trust in the marriage but also spiced things up, especially when a relationship has lasted 
until it hit drudgery. 

                      ENM    स                   , उ               इसस                  

                                        ,   स              ऊ           ग     । 

 ―We opened up our marriage after a decade of being married and after two kids; our ENM is 
clearly structured, ensuring nothing impacts or disrupts our lives together or the kids. It has 
helped build trust, and has even made us happier,‖ notes Selvam Durai*, 40, based in 
Chennai. 

 ―                        औ                                   ;       ENM       स  

         ,   सस        स                        ई  स           । इसस      स        औ     औ  

     ए   ,‖          स           *, 40,        । 

 Speaking to many young couples in their 20s and 30s in smaller cities indicates that not just 
Chennai but towns such as Salem, Madurai, Coimbatore and Tiruchi are, indeed, 
accommodative of couples exploring ENM. 

               20s औ  30s     ई            स            स                                      

    ,      ,          औ          स         ENM                             स        । 

 It is also evident that patriarchal dynamics, more firmly entrenched in non-metro cities, 

enable men to more openly explore ENM. 

                ग  -    ग            ग   ई स                      ए            ENM    

                           स           । 

 A 2022 Bumble study found that 61% of single Indians surveyed were open to exploring 

ENM. 

 2022                      ग      स     ए गए 61%                 ENM                ए 

       । 

Why choose ENM? 

 ENM         ? 

 Married couples in India pursue ENM for diverse reasons. 

                                   स  ENM          । 

 There still is much stigma surrounding ENM in India but this does not seem to deter its 

practitioners. 

         ENM     स  स                   ,          इस      स                     

     । 

 Grounding in polyamory 

     ए            

 Arundhati Ghosh‟s All Our Loves: Journeys with Polyamory in India explores polyamory in 

contemporary India. 

                        स:              ए    इ  इ      स                   ए       

             । 

Post-pandemic shifts 

                         

 A 2023 Bumble study revealed that 60% of single Indians are open to consensual non-

monogamy. 

 2023                 स            60%                 स    -          -    ग       

  ए        । 

 A 2023 Gleeden-IPSOS survey of 1,503 married Indians found that 22% have embraced 

being an open couple. 
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 2023        -    ए  ए      ( 1,503               )         ग      22%            

               ई   । 

 A 2020 research paper in the International Journal of Indian Psychology found better mental 
health among polyamorous individuals. 

 इ                 इ      स इ          2020                  ए  स                 

                ग  । 

 Amaha, a mental health platform, now has therapists specifically providing support for 
polyamorous couples. 

                                         स      ए               ए स           

                  उ            । 

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED  16 February 2026 
1. LHS 1903: a strange system 

LHS 1903: ए             
2. Rubio visits eastern Europe to bolster ties with Hungary, Slovakia 

      ,                                       ए                          
3. Russia‟s Taman port damaged in strikes 

                                    
4. Myanmar expels representative of East Timor over war crimes case 

                                                                         

 
 
Smoke and lava erupting and flowing from the Piton dela 
Fournaise volcano, in the southeast of the French 
overseas island of La Reunion on February 13. The Piton 
de la Fournaise volcano on Reunion Island erupted for the 
second time this year on February 13 and is one of the 
most active volcanoes in the world.  

 

 

LHS 1903: a strange system 

LHS 1903: ए             

Astronomers have observed a planetary system 

             ए                             

 Astronomers have observed a planetary system that 
challenges current planet formation theories, with a rocky planet that 
formed beyond the orbits of its gaseous neighbors, possibly after 
much of the planet-forming material had been used up. 

 ग           ए   स                                          

        स                        ,   स   ए                 ग स      स  

              स         , स                      स                

  ग उ   ग           । 

 The system, observed using the European Space 
Agency‟s Cheops space telescope, consists of four planets, two 

rocky and two gaseous, orbiting a relatively small and dim star 
called a red dwarf about 117 light-years from the earth. 

        ,   स  European Space Agency    Cheops space 
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telescope स       ग  ,          स        ,                 औ     ग स     ,    ए                

औ           red dwarf                             ,         स   ग ग 117 light-years       । 

 The star, named LHS 1903, is about 50% as massive and 5% as luminous as our sun. 

इस             LHS 1903   ,          स                 ग ग 50%       औ  5%            । 

 The innermost planet is rocky, the next two are gaseous and the fourth, which current 
planetary formation theory suggests should be gaseous, is rocky. 

स स                     ,  ग      ग स      औ      ,   स                    स           स   

ग स            ए,          । 

 The two rocky planets are superearths, meaning rocky like the earth but two to ten times 
more massive. 

             superearths   ,                                                             । 

 The two gas planets are categorised as mini-Neptunes: gaseous and smaller than Neptune 

but larger than the earth. 

   ग स      mini-Neptunes           ग       : ग स   औ         स                  स     । 

 The researchers suspect that rather than forming all at once in a large disk of gas and dust 
swirling around their host star, the system‘s planets formed in series, with gas that otherwise 
would have made up the atmosphere of the fourth planet being used up by its sibling planets 
before it coalesced. 

             स                                              ग स औ                    ए  स   

            , इस                     स     , औ     ग स                                   , 

   उस        स                    उ   ग       गई। 

 Another possibility is that the planet was born with a gaseous atmosphere that later was lost 
in a calamity, leaving behind just the rocky planetary core. 

ए     स                   ग स               स                      स                ग  , औ  

                           ग  । 

 This fourth planet also is interesting because its surface temperature is 60°C, which means it 
could be habitable. 

                            इस   स           60°C   ,   स                            स    

  । 

Rubio visits eastern Europe to bolster ties with 
Hungary, Slovakia 

      ,                                       ए 

                         

 Rubio visits eastern Europe to bolster ties with 
Hungary, Slovakia 

   ग  ,             स   स                     ए               

                

 U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio began a two-

day trip to eastern Europe on Sunday to bolster ties with 
Slovakia and Hungary, whose conservative leaders, often at 
odds with other European Union countries, have warm ties 
with Donald Trump. 

                                                                

                  ,               औ           स   स     

        ए    स  ,                                       

      स                औ                      स       स       । 

 Mr. Rubio will use the trip to discuss energy cooperation and bilateral issues. 

          इस         उ   ग ऊ          औ                            ए    ग । 
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Russia‟s Taman port damaged in strikes 

                                    

 Russia‘s Black Sea port of Taman, which 
handles oil products, grain, coal and commodities, 
has been damaged by a Ukrainian drone attack, the 
governor of Russia‘s Krasnodar region. 

  स                            ,              , 

    ,       औ              स             ,    

                       स           ,         स    

               ग                     । 

 

 

 

 

Myanmar expels 
representative of 
East Timor over 

war crimes case 

                 

                  

              

           

             

 Myanmar‘s 
junta on Sunday 
announced the 
ejection of East 
Timor‘s top 

representative in the 
country, after a rights 
group said Dili had 

opened a legal case 
against the military for war crimes. 

                           स                                                  स                

  ,    ए         स                      स                                 ए               

       । 

 
 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

 

TOPICS COVERED   16 February 2026 

1. Critical Bill to be brought in second part of the Budget Session, says Rijiju 

                                           ए  ,               
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Kerala setting newer models for the world, says Pinarayi 

                  ए  ए                     ,                

 Kerala setting newer models for the world, says Pinarayi 

                  ए  ए                     ,                

 As Kerala completes 75 years in 2031, goal is to prepare for future, says CM at Vision 2031 
event; he flags fiscal constraints and the Centre‟s restrictions on borrowing as 

challenges facing the State 

         2031    75             ग ,                 ए               ,                 2031 

             ; उ                   औ                                     स                  

                    

 The human development gains made by Kerala are not the end of a path but the starting point 
for a new stage of economic and social progress, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said on 
Sunday, calling this the “central idea” of the State government‘s Vision 2031 for the State. 

                        स उ          स                             औ  स        ग      

 ए                ,                                        औ  इस      स             

2031    “             ”      । 

 Inaugurating the three-day “Vision 2031: an international conference on development 
and democracy” organised by the State Planning Board in Thiruvananthapuram, Mr. 

Vijayan said Kerala was setting newer models for the world by constantly renewing itself in 
tune with the needs of the changing times. 

                                                  स   “     2031:       औ            

                ”    उ             ए                               स                

                                            ए  ए                     । 

 ― As Kerala approaches its 75th year [in 2031], the goal is not merely to celebrate past 

achievements. The goal is to prepare for the future: an economy that is productive and 
knowledge-based, a society that is inclusive and just, a State that is resilient in the face of 
climate challenges, and a democracy that continues to value discussion and 
participation,‖ he said. 

 ―   स -  स            75       [2031   ]                    ,               उ              

             ।              ए               : ए   स             उ     औ     -       

  , ए   स  स               औ            , ए   स                             स           

  , औ  ए   स                 औ                          ,‖ उ         । 

Society‟s effort 

              

 The coming five years offer the State an opportunity to bring together growth and justice, 
technology and humanity, modernisation and sustainability. ―Kerala‘s history shows that such 
a balance is possible,‖ he said. 

                              स औ     ,      ग   औ        ,            औ           ए  

स             स         । ―        इ    स               स  स      स      ,‖ उ         । 

 The success of this vision, he said, hinges not merely on government action, but on a 
collective effort by society. 

 उ             इस        स          स            ई        ,                             

             । 

 He described the Vision 2031 conference, in which more than 120 international experts 

are participating, as not just a review exercise, but an effort to chart the next phase of 
Kerala‘s development journey. 

 उ           2031         ,   स   120                             ग          ,      स     

   स                      स          ग                              स      । 

 When Kerala completes 75 years as a State, it will also be a moment that demands reflection 

and imagination, he said. 

 उ                     ए               75             ग ,               औ             

   ग                ग । 
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 ―Seventy-five years is a long period, enough to assess where we began, what we have 

achieved, and what remains to be done.‖ 

 ―          ए       स     ,                   ए                       स          ,    

   स       औ                      ।‖ 

 Mr. Vijayan described fiscal constraints and the Centre‟s restrictions on borrowing and 
revenue centralisation as challenges that Kerala continues to face. 

                          औ                                                       स     

 ग                                           । 

 Economist and Nobel laureate Amartya Sen and historian Romila Thapar joined the 

inaugural session online. 

         औ                                   इ    स                उ       स     

    इ         ए। 

 World Food Prize laureate Shakuntala Thilsted; Ambassador of Palestine to India 
Abdullah Abu Shawesh; senior Congress leader and former Union Minister Mani Shankar 
Aiyar; member of the Provincial Government of Havana, Cuba, Aymee Alejandra Díaz 
Negrin; State Planning Board Vice-Chairman V.K. Ramachandran; Ministers V.N. 
Vasavan, R. Bindu, P. Prasad, and A.K. Saseendran; and Chief Secretary A. Jayathilak 

spoke in the inaugural session. 

                                     ;                                          ; 

          स      औ                              ;                      स        स        

ए                   ;                           .  .        ;        .ए .      ,   .      , 

  .     , औ  ए.  .       ;              ए.           उ       स     स           । 

 Minister for Food and Civil Supplies G.R. Anil presided. 

     औ    ग                  .  .                 । 

 According to the Planning Board, the three-day event is intended to chart the future course 

for the State. 

                  स  ,           स                                           ए        

     ग     । 

 On Monday, 18 thematic seminars will be held across nine venues across the capital city. 

                                      18                         ए   ए ग । 

 The Chief Minister will address the closing ceremony at the Sankaranarayanan Thampi 
Members‟ Lounge of the Legislative Assembly on Tuesday. 

                                                               स     स         

स          ग । 

 

GS Paper II: Governance,  

 

TOPICS COVERED   16 February 2026 

1. 8 provisions of rural jobs Act challenged in Madras High Court 

                         8                                      

2. A common framework to build trust in AI in Asia 

ए                                          ए ए    झ        
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8 provisions of rural jobs Act 
challenged in Madras High Court 

                         8          

                            

 8 provisions of rural jobs Act challenged 
in Madras High Court 

          ग              8                स उ  

                 

 A public interest litigation petition has 
been filed in the Madras High Court challenging 
eight provisions of the Viksit Bharat Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
Act (VB-G RAM G Act) of 2025, which has 
replaced the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) of 
2005. 

    स उ            ए                       

गई   ,   स                                 ए   

             (     )         (VB-G RAM 

G Act) 2025     ठ                       गई   , 

  स                                          

        (MGNREGA) 2005                  

  । 

 The PIL plea is expected to be listed for 
hearing before the first Division Bench of Chief 
Justice Manindra Mohan Shrivastava and 
Justice G. Arul Murugan this week. 

                 इस स                      

            औ             .              

                   स   स    ई      ए स      

        उ      । 

 Seventy-one-year-old advocate T. 
Sivagnanasambandan of T. Nagar in Chennai 

had filed the case through his counsel on record 
M.L. Ravi. 

 71               .            ,           . 

    स ,                                 ए .ए . 

            स              । 

 In his affidavit, the litigant stated that the 
MGNREGA had been one of the world‘s largest 
social security initiatives which had been 

studied and evaluated intensively by multiple 
organisations. 

                ,                      

MGNREGA           स स                    

         स  ए        ,   स    ई स गठ         ग   

     औ               ग     । 

 All those studies had recognised its 
transformative effects on the weaker sections 
of society, he claimed. 

 उ                   उ  स             स                    इस                         

           । 

 ―The MGNREGA exempted State governments from most of the financial burden since the 
cost sharing ratio between the Centre and the States was 90:10. 
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 ―MGNREGA                             झ स                       औ                    

  झ         90:10   । 

 But now, as per the new Act, the cost-sharing ratio is 90:10 only for northeastern and 
Himalayan States and 60:40 for others,‖ he complained. 

           ए               स  ,   ग  स                       औ                     ए 

90:10 औ                ए 60:40   ,‖ उ               । 

 Similarly, the MGNREGA granted greater autonomy to village panchayats, in accordance 
with the 73rd Constitutional amendment, by making them the principal implementation 
authority but the VB-G RAM G Act had bid ―good bye‖ to those constitutional guarantees 

given to panchayats, the petitioner lamented. 

 इस     , MGNREGA    73                                                          

                               ,       VB-G RAM G Act                   गई उ  

                       ―      ‖           ,                 स स      । 

 Claiming that the MGNREGA and other beneficial legislation such as the National Food 
Security Act of 2013 had prevented hunger deaths during COVID-19, the petitioner said: 

               ए    MGNREGA औ                           2013   स                     

   COVID-19                                        ,                  : 

 ―The demolition of MGNREGA now will have a catastrophic impact on crores of people 
across rural India.‖ 

 ―   MGNREGA                                                             ग ।‖ 

 He contended Sections 3(1), 4(5), 5(1), 6(2), 22, 30, 34 and 37 of the VB-G RAM G Act were 
unjust, anti-federal and unconstitutional since they were against the rights guaranteed 
under Articles 14, 16 and 21 of the Constitution. 

 उ                  VB-G RAM G Act        ए  3(1), 4(5), 5(1), 6(2), 22, 30, 34 औ  37 

        ,    -       औ                                           14, 16 औ  21        

                        । 

 Section 3(1) requires the State governments to frame a scheme consistent with the 
provisions of VB-G RAM G Act within six months from its commencement. 

      3(1)       स                  VB-G RAM G Act                      इस         स  

छ                ए                ग । 
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A common framework to build trust in AI in Asia 

ए                                          ए ए    झ        

 Artificial intelligence (AI) holds extraordinary promise for addressing globally persistent 

challenges such as improving public health outcomes, expanding access to education, and 
boosting productivity while respecting human rights. 

                                      स  स            स    ,                    औ  

                स          ए उ                 स      स      ए         । 

 However, across South Asia, Southeast Asia, and the wider Asia-Pacific, AI-driven 

transformation is unfolding unevenly. 

             ए    ,     -     ए     औ       ए    -         ए ई                 स    

   स      स           । 

 Decisions about safety, bias, accountability, and social impact are often made far from the 
communities most affected by them. 
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स    ,      ,          औ  स            स                 उ  स        स        ए            

उ स  स स                     । 

 With these contrasting developments, it is clear that the gains of AI will only be realised if AI 

systems are trusted by users, developers, regulators, and society at large. 

इ                    स                                               ग     ए ई             

उ   ग      ,      स ,          औ  स           स   ग । 

 Without trusted AI ecosystems, even the most advanced AI systems risk rejection by 
societies, resistance from governments, and misuse by certain entities. 

   स    ए ई                        उ   ए ई             स                , स          

       औ        ग          उठ      । 

 Enabling trust is a challenge since AI ecosystems are transnational, in terms of global data 
flows, global interdependence on the hardware, dispersed infrastructure supply chains, 
skewed supply of global talent, and the absence of common cybersecurity practices securing 
AI systems. 

    स                                ए ई                               ,                   

       ,                     ,  स                औ  स     स इ   स                   स  

         । 

 For many developing countries, particularly in South and Southeast Asia, this means 
becoming consumers of AI systems over which they exercise little influence. 

 ई     स               ए,              औ      -     ए       , इस           स  ए ई 

            उ                  उ    स              । 

Differing agendas 

            ए  

 Recognising this, countries have come up with national AI policies attempting to create a 
conducive ecosystem for responsible AI development. 

इस  स      ए                  ए ई     स      ए                                                 

   ई   । 

 However, their agendas differ, owing to their technological capabilities and resources. 

        उ            ए              औ  स स                       । 

 South Korea wants to retain its memory chip dominance within the AI supply chain. 

            ए ई                                              ए              । 

 Singapore, as stated in its policy, aims to become the ―pace-setter‖ for AI governance. 

                         स   ए ई   स                       । 

 China aims to lead the global AI governance efforts by respecting the sovereign control of the 

state within the borders. 

           स                       ए       ए ई   स                        । 

 India looks to upskill its IT workforce and take advantage of its expanding digital market, 
while Nepal aims to establish itself as the provider of energy-efficient compute infrastructure. 

          स          ग             उ                             उठ            ,      

      ऊ   -     स ग     स                              । 

 Amidst these differing objectives, the AI policy and governance frameworks of Asian 
economies emphasise one common principle: building trust among stakeholders. 

इ                  ए    ई              ए ई         ए  स     स                   — 

                     स       । 

 For example, India announced its AI Governance Guidelines last November, anchoring trust 

as the foundation of AI development and adoption. 

उ           ए                        ए ई   स                    ए,           स    ए ई 

    स औ                       ग  । 

 South Korea‟s AI Basic Act, which came into force on January 22, 2026, aims to establish 

a foundation for trustworthiness. 

               ए              ,    22       2026      ग    ,    स              

                        । 
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 The UN Secretary-General‟s AI Advisory Body has called for shared understanding, 

common ground, and common benefits in AI governance. 

स             स       ए ई स                ए ई   स     स    स  , स         औ  स    

                 ई   । 

 To meet that objective, a common framework is required that measures and strengthens trust 
in AI ecosystems across Asia. 

इस                     ए ए        ए ई                       स          औ             

     स                 । 

 Such a framework should reflect regional realities while remaining interoperable with global 
norms, encompassing cybersecurity practices, bias and risk mitigation, institutional 
accountability, and policy preparedness. 

 स                                    ए                                 ए औ  इस   स इ   

स    ,       औ               , स   ग                   ग                        ए। 

 A trusted AI ecosystem in Asia rests on the interaction of several foundational layers. 

ए        ए     स                                  ई                      स        

         । 

 At its core are trusted datasets — a real-time, high-quality, and representative data 
infrastructure that reflects Asia‘s linguistic, cultural, and social diversity — increasingly 
anchored in Digital Public Infrastructure. 

इस             स         स      —        स  , उ  ग      औ                  स         

ए            ई, स        औ  स                            —                    

                     । 

 This must be complemented by resilient AI infrastructure, including reliable access to 

compute, energy, and cloud resources that can withstand geopolitical and supply-side 
disruptions without undermining broader socioeconomic activity. 

इस                               स                ए,   स   स ग  , ऊ    औ    उ  स स      

      स                 ,      -         औ         स                       स      -      

ग                      ए              स  । 

 Equally critical are AI skills and public awareness, encompassing both advanced technical 
talent pipelines and widespread societal literacy that enables responsible adoption and 
productivity gains. 

स       स                             औ               ,   स   उ                

औ       स       स                          उ   ग औ  उ               स           । 

 Trust is further shaped by a country‘s leverage on the global AI value chain, particularly its 
access to semiconductors, critical minerals, and manufacturing capabilities that 

determine the stability and predictability of AI development. 

    स       ए ई                          स                   ,                ,         

     औ                        स ,    ए ई     स          औ                              

  । 

 Proportionate AI governance is essential to balance innovation with accountability — tackling 

risks such as misinformation, deepfakes, and liability — without disrupting data flows, 
hindering AI development, or deterring investment. 

उ                              औ              स           ए         —   स        

स    ,              औ  उ          स          स                  —                        ए, 

ए ई     स                          ए। 

 Such governance institutions must operate within global frameworks, such as UNESCO‟s 
Recommendation on the Ethics of AI, and consider ISO 42001/42005 standards for AI 

management. 

 स    स  स                                             ए,   स                                  

        , औ  ए ई            ए   ए   42001/42005                           ए। 

 Finally, cybersecurity underpins the entire ecosystem, safeguarding AI systems against both 

AI-enabled threats and attacks. 

                                     ,    ए ई                   औ        स  स             । 

 Together, these layers provide a foundation for measuring trust in AI ecosystems and for 
guiding policy choices. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
8 

   स            ए ई                       स       औ      ग               ग              

                     । 

India‟s opportunity 

             

 As AI adoption accelerates across Asia, the region faces a choice. 

  स -  स  ए        ए ई           ग            ,     ए          स              । 

 One pathway is to accept the fragmented governance that reinforces existing asymmetries. 

ए    ग          स                  ,            स                        । 

 Another is to establish a shared framework that ensures technological progress and 
translates into inclusive human development. 

  स     ग  ए  स                       ,            ग      स                स                । 

 When the AI value chain is global and interdependent, India is particularly well positioned to 
lead this with its approach to AI governance. 

                                 औ               ,              ए ई   स         स  

                        । 

 Characteristics such as techno-legal solutions that simplify compliance help establish 
governance mechanisms, balancing AI innovation with safeguards for individuals and society.  

       औ         स        स  उ               स           स                             

   औ             स       स            स         ए        । 

 India‘s AI Impact Summit offers an opportunity to advance the establishment of a shared 

framework that measures trust of AI ecosystems in Asia. 

        ए                   ए        ए ई                       स               स    

          ग             स              । 

 It aims not to minimise AI‘s risks, but to build the trusted ecosystems necessary to realise its 
promise. 

इस   उ                                   स                                    ,   सस  

ए ई    स            स             स  । 

GS Paper II: International Relations  

 

TOPICS COVERED   16 February 2026 

1. The UAE-India corridor is sparking a growth story 

  ए -             ए                                 

2. Behind hype of Indian CEOs dominating global corporate firms 

                                  CEOs                      छ  
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The UAE-India corridor is sparking a growth story 

  ए -             ए                                 

 Something remarkable has happened in the economic relationship between India and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

     औ                            स          ए  उ                    । 

 When the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed in 2022, 
both sides had set a target of $100 billion in bilateral trade by 2030. 

                झ        झ    2022              ,                  2030           

      100                      । 

 That milestone was reached five years ahead of schedule. 

               स   स                            ग  । 

 In January this year, leaders set a new target of $200 billion by 2032. 

                          2032    200                                 । 

 Few economic corridors in the world today are moving with the speed and ambition of this 
one. 

                          ग        स        इ    ग   औ               स    ग           । 

The scale and direction 

       औ       

 The numbers tell part of the story. Non-oil trade between the two countries grew nearly 20% 
last year to reach $65 billion, demonstrating that this partnership has moved well beyond its 

energy origins. 
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               ए               ।                    ग  -            छ            20%      

65                  ग  ,   सस              स        ऊ        स   ग            । 

 UAE entities have invested over $22 billion into India since 2000, while Indian companies 
have invested more than $16 billion into the UAE. 

2000 स                        स                 22          स                    ,      

                                       16          स                    । 

 Nearly five million Indian nationals live and work in the Emirates, forming its largest 
diaspora community and the human backbone of a corridor that now supports over 1,200 
flights a week between the two countries — one of the busiest air routes on earth. 

 ग ग                                          औ             ,    स स         स  स      

         औ  ए   स  ग                                                   स    1,200         

          स            । 

 But what excites the most is not just the scale. It is the direction. 

      स स                                      । 

 This corridor is being reshaped by advanced manufacturing, financial services, technology, 
and logistics. 

   ग       उ           ,       स     ,      ग   औ                                  । 

 Reliance Industries has partnered with TA‟ZIZ on a $2 billion-plus investment in low-
carbon chemicals manufacturing in Abu Dhabi. 

                                         स                ए 2                           

स             । 

 Ashok Leyland has relocated its electric bus production from the United Kingdom to the 
UAE. 

                            स उ     इ  ई                    स                   

                 । 

 Larsen & Toubro has been selected as preferred contractor for one of the world‘s most 
ambitious solar-plus-storage projects in Abu Dhabi. 

      ए                              स स            स   ए                        स  ए       ए 

     ठ            ग     । 

 Indian banks, technology firms, and health-care companies are building real operational 
presence across the Emirates. 

          ,      ग            औ      स    स                              उ            

         । 

 These are not tentative first steps. They are confident long-term industrial commitments. 

                                  औ   ग         ए    । 

 Investment is flowing with equal conviction in the other direction. 

        स              स        स    स                   । 

 DP World has committed an additional $5 billion to Indian infrastructure, expanding its 
already extensive network of ports and logistics parks across the country. 

                                            5                   स           ,   सस  उस   

    ग   औ                         औ          ग । 

 Emirates NBD‟s acquisition of a majority stake in RBL Bank represents the largest single 

foreign direct investment in Indian banking history. 

ए        ए               ए                                             ग इ    स    स स  

    ए                      । 

 ADNOC has signed long-term LNG supply agreements with Indian Oil Corporation Ltd and 
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited worth billions of dollars. 

ए  ए                                औ                                     स         

                  ग स        स        ए   । 

 Mubadala has deployed over $4 billion across Indian health care, renewables, and 
technology platforms. 

                       स   ,          ऊ    औ       ग            4          स             

       । 

 Abu Dhabi Investment Authority became the first sovereign wealth fund to establish a base 
in India‟s GIFT City. 
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                                                                     स     स         

   । 

It is for the long term 

                ए    

 What underpins all of this is trust built over decades, reinforced by human connections, and 
supported by a policy architecture — the CEPA, which eliminated tariffs on roughly 90% of 
tariff lines, the 2024 Bilateral Investment Treaty, and now a strategic defence partnership – 

that gives businesses the certainty to make long-term bets. 

इस                                     स,        स                 औ       स                   — 

  स                झ        झ          ग ग 90%        ए गए, 2024              

    ,                 स                 —      स                               स        । 

 The ambition is now extending into third markets. 

               स                        । 

 Bharat Mart, currently under construction in the UAE, will serve as a wholesale hub for Indian 
goods targeting Africa, West Asia and Eurasia, aiming to help double India‘s exports to 

these regions. 

         ,                                               ,      ,      ए     औ           

     ए                            ग  औ  इ                               ग                    

  । 

 India and the UAE are also exploring joint digital infrastructure and capacity-building initiatives 
across Africa. 

     औ                            स              स      औ                          

               । 

 The corridor is becoming a platform not just for bilateral exchange but also for global reach.  

   ग                          -                                             । 

 Artificial intelligence (AI) is emerging as the next major frontier for this corridor. 

              इस ग            ए  ग                 उ         । 

 India this week hosts the AI Impact Summit in New Delhi (February 16-20, 2026) — the 

first global AI summit held in the Global South. 

     इस स               ए                   (16-20       2026)                   

   —                                    ए ई      स       । 

 It is a powerful statement of India‘s growing role in shaping how this technology develops and 
is governed. 

   इस              स औ    स                            स   स       । 

 The UAE, which appointed the world‘s first Minister of State for AI back in 2017 and has 
invested heavily in AI infrastructure and research ever since, is a natural partner in this space. 

                ,   स   2017                ए ई                     औ     स  ए ई 

  स             स                          , इस                  ग       । 

 The UAE and India are already exploring cooperation on advanced computing capacity, data 

centres, and AI-driven innovation. 

                 औ       उ   स ग       ,          औ  ए ई                  स   ग    

               । 

 In a technology that will reshape every sector of every economy, the countries that lead will 
not be those that build fastest alone, but those that build the smartest partnerships. 

                                       ग , औ                   ग               स         

         स स          स              ए ग । 

The next chapter 

          

 India‘s global moment is here. As the world‘s fourth-largest economy, with GDP at around 
$4 trillion, it is powered by entrepreneurial energy, manufacturing ambition, and digital 

infrastructure that are genuinely world-class. 
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                          ।                                        ग ग 4         

        स         उ       स      उ      ऊ   ,                    औ                 

  स      स  स         । 

 In conversations with Indian business leaders, there is one theme that is coming through 
consistently: the appetite to scale internationally has never been stronger. 

       उ  ग           स             ए       ग     स                                        

   इ        स               । 

 The question is no longer whether Indian enterprise will go global, but how effectively the right 
corridors can accelerate that journey. 

                           उ            ग         ,              स         ग       इस         

            ग      स      । 

 This is also part of a wider realignment. 

           स                   । 

 The recent Delhi Declaration between India and Arab Foreign Ministers outlined an 

ambitious programme of cooperation across politics, economy, energy, technology, and 
security through 2028. 

                          औ                                2028           ,        , ऊ   , 

     ग   औ  स        स   ग                                  । 

 The India-UAE corridor is at the vanguard of that broader convergence. 

    -                         इस      स           ग      । 

 The UAE and India are demonstrating what becomes possible when two countries align 

policy, capital, and execution around a shared vision. 

                 औ                                        स           स       ,       औ  

           स                   स       स      । 

 The first $100 billion came faster than anyone expected. 

     100                      स            स        । 

 The next chapter will be defined not by the numbers alone, but by how deeply their 
economies integrate — and how far that integration reaches. 

 ग                    स           उ                 ए         ग   ई औ  उस         

स             ग । 
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Behind hype of Indian CEOs dominating global corporate firms 

                                  CEOs                      छ  

Immigrants vs locals 

                  

 It‘s natural for us to celebrate the rise of Indian-origin CEOs in global Fortune 500 companies. 

       Fortune 500                           CEOs    उ                        ए           । 

 We currently have 11 such leaders. 

                   स  स  11        । 

 It used to be 13 in 2024 and 16 in 2023. 

    स    2024    13 औ  2023    16   । 

 In the Forbes 2000 list, there are 28 Indian-origin CEOs. 

 Forbes 2000 स       28               CEOs   । 

 Whether that is significant for us to brag about depends on whether we consider the glass 
half-full or half-empty. 

               ए ग                       ,    इस                             ग  स            

                    । 

 At 2% and 1.4% people representation, I would rather not be part of the conversation that 
claims Indians are rising to the top. 

 2% औ  1.4%   ग                  स  ,    उस                      स           ग             

                                     । 

 Compare that to the number of immigrants who are CEOs in Fortune 500 companies. 

 इस  Fortune 500             CEOs                                 स    स           । 

 More than 46% of the Fortune 500 companies (231 out of 500) in 2025 were founded by 
immigrants or their children (109 by immigrants, and 122 by children of immigrants). 

 2025    Fortune 500    46%                  (500       231)     स       उ              

         गई     (109              , औ  122                      )। 

 Among the 14 companies that debuted in the Fortune 500 list in 2025, 10 were founded by 
immigrants or their children. 

 2025    Fortune 500 स              ई 14             स  10     स       उ                       । 

 Should we credit their success to the American ecosystem, rather than Indian tough 
upbringing or education system? 

        उ    स                                        ए,                            

             ? 

 The large number of immigrants at the top of Fortune 500 companies makes that crystal 
clear. 

 Fortune 500                         स           स    इस                     । 

Loyalty exaggerated? 

                  -                  ? 
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 Loyalty exaggerated? 

                  -            ग     ? 

 Recently, Zoho founder Sridhar Vembu commented on social media platform X that Indians 
have risen in global corporations due to organisational loyalty — meaning they had long 
tenures in these firms, giving them the edge. 

           Zoho    स      Sridhar Vembu    स                   X                       

                                             ऊ            —      इ              उ         

        ,   सस  उ           । 

 But as per executive search and leadership advisory firm Russel Reynolds, nearly 68% of 
new CEO appointments in 2025 across major global indices were internal promotions. 

       Russel Reynolds      ए            औ          ए                  स  , 2025 

              स                 68%  ए CEO                           । 

 This implies the notion that only Indians work long tenures and hence grow faster is highly 
misplaced. 

 इसस                                                           औ  इस  ए      स   ग         , 

                        । 

 According to the Hurun Global Unicorn Index 2025, Indians have co-founded over 130 
unicorns overseas, over 90% in the U.S., and a handful in the U.K. and Germany. 

 Hurun Global Unicorn Index 2025       स  ,                        130                     

स -           ,       स  90%                      , औ        .  . औ             । 

Impact of PIOs 

 PIOs         

 In 2023, 74% of Indian immigrants aged 16 and above were in the civilian labour force, 
compared to 63 per cent of U.S.-born and 67% of all immigrants. 

 2023   , 16     औ                   74%                ग              ,         

                                ए 63% औ                    ए 67%   । 

 Compared to the two other groups, those born in India were more likely to work in the 
management, business, science, and arts occupations. 

       स                 ,               ग      ,      ,       औ      स                    

             स              । 

 Moreover, on average, Indians have much higher incomes than the total foreign- and native-
born populations. 

 इस        , औस  ,                           औ                                        

  । 

 In 2023, households headed by an Indian immigrant had a median annual income of 
$1,66,200, compared to $78,700 for all immigrant-led households and $77,600 for native-led 
households. 

 2023   ,                   स                                $1,66,200   ,      स   

   स -                         ए    $78,700 औ       -                         ए $77,600   । 

 We have economic reasons to celebrate our NRIs in the U.S. more than just the 11 people of 
Indian origin who have become CEOs of Fortune 500 companies and the unicorn founders. 

                NRIs                  ए      Fortune 500             11               CEOs 

औ           स        स                         । 

 Last year, 27% of the $135 billion foreign remittances to India was from Indians working in the 
U.S. 

          ,                    $135                          स  27%                       

         स        । 

The struggle 

       

 The struggle 

 स     
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 In the last 12 months, 58,000 technology professionals from India travelled to countries like 
the US, UAE, the UK, Canada and Germany, and about 40,000 came back. 

       12          ,      स  58,000                      , UAE,   .  .,       औ          स  

         गए, औ   ग ग 40,000    स      ए। 

 Those who return find it difficult to sync with employers on home turf, especially if they have 
been away longer. 

      ग         , उ                      स            ठ         ठ  ई        ,   स    ग          

स                  । 

 
 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     16 February 2026 

1. Trade deals made from position of strength: PM 

                 ए  ए         झ   :          
2. AI Impact Summit 2026 begins today, Modi set to inaugurate India AI Expo 

 AI           2026          ,             AI ए                     
3. India adds more than 50,000 MW of power generation capacity 

         50,000                                       
4. Cotton farmers oppose Goyal‟s U.S. import remarks, warn of price crash 

                                                         ,               

        

5. T.N. govt. likely to release second edition of Economic Survey today 

                                                              

6. Most „professors of practice‟ hired in T.N., show UGC data 

                           ,   .ए .              „        ऑ       ‟    

       

7. Ambiguities in the U.S.-India trade deal 

       -             झ            ए  
8. Tariff-driven exim: access cant guarantee success 

    -            -    :                                   
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Pushing prospects: An aerial view shows 
artisanal miners digging holesas they look 
for gold in a patch of land outside Springs 
township in Ekurhuleni, South Africa on 
Sunday, after unconfirmedreports of gold 
deposits in the area. The land, riddled with 
holes dug with pickaxes, was a cattle pen 
just a week ago; barbed wire at thesite 
bears witness to this.  

Top 5 Gold Producing Countries in 
the World 

1. China 
• World’s largest gold producer since 2007. 

• Annual production about 370–380 tonnes. 

• Major mining regions — Shandong, Henan, Jiangxi, Fujian. 

2. Australia 
• Second largest producer globally. 

• Annual production about 310–320 tonnes. 

• Major mines — Western Australia (Kalgoorlie ―Super Pit‖). 

3. Russia 

• Third largest gold producer. 

• Annual production about 300–310 tonnes. 

• Key regions — Siberia, Far East (Krasnoyarsk, Magadan). 

4. Canada 

• Fourth largest producer. 

• Annual production about 190–200 tonnes. 

• Important mining areas — Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia. 

5. United States of America (USA) 
• Fifth largest gold producer. 

• Annual production about 160–170 tonnes. 

• Major region — Nevada (produces nearly 75–80% of U.S. gold). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trade 
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n of strength: PM 

                 ए  ए         झ   :          

 Mr. Modi defended the agreements, noting that while long negotiations by the previous 
Congress-led UPA government had not yielded any results, his government‘s ―political 
stability and political predictability‖ had restored investors‘ confidence in India. 

            स                     ए                        स-           UPA स             

        स    ई                  ,      उ    स        ―               औ           

            ‖                           स              । 

 His government‘s top three reform priorities for the next decade, Mr. Modi said, would be 
continued structural reforms, deepening innovation, and further simplification of 
governance. 

                    ग            ए उ    स                 स             ए     ग  —        

              ,           ग        , औ          औ         । 

 ―I am proud to say that we have moved from incremental adjustments to systemic 
transformation,‖ the Prime Minister said. 

                , ―     ग                 स         स   ग                              ए 

  ।‖ 

Looking beyond tariffs 

                   

 ―Trade competitiveness is not only about tariffs. It is about liquidity, certification, 
technology adoption and compliance with global standards.  

 Our Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) are designed to reduce non-tariff barriers and expand 
market access for Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in sectors such as 
textiles, leather, processed food, engineering goods, chemicals, handicrafts and gems 
and jewellery,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

               , ―                              स            ।         ,         , 

                औ                          स         ।                   झ    (FTAs)    -

                      औ     ,     औ            (MSMEs)      ए   ,     ,        

   ,                ए ,      ,       औ     ए           स                               

  ए    ए गए   ।‖ 

 ―Indian MSMEs are more export-ready than before, and India‘s trade policy now deliberately 
places MSMEs at the centre of global integration.  

 These FTAs are tools to ensure that our youth are not just suppliers to the domestic market, 
but active participants in global trade and growth,‖ he said. 

 उ         , ―       MSMEs      स             -        , औ                        

         MSMEs          ए                       ।    FTAs    स               उ        

                                                  ,                 औ           स    

  ग        ।‖ 

  ―As a country that is part of various trade agreements, making Indian products and services 
globally competitive is crucial. Our stance on ‗Zero Defect, Zero Effect‘ has resonated 
deeply with the youth, start-ups and small and medium businesses,‖ the Prime Minister 

said. 

                , ―ए   स                              स                 ,        उ      औ  

स                                                 । ‗       ,         ‘             

      ,     -   औ      ए                  स   ग   ई स         ।‖ 

 ―MSMEs must move beyond being peripheral suppliers.  

 They must become technologically upgraded, globally integrated and export-oriented 
enterprises that form the backbone of India‘s participation in global value chains,‖ he 

added. 

 उ          , ―MSMEs             ए                        स   ग         ग । उ             
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         ,             ए      औ        -                ग ,                         

          ग                ।‖ 

Defence focus 

             

 ―Yes, the reality is that our country has to be strong and be prepared at all times, and that is 

what we are doing,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

               , ―   ,                                   स         औ               ग , औ     

             ।‖ 

 ―In this year‘s budget, a record ₹7.85 lakh crore has been allocated to the sector.  

 This is 15% higher than the previous budget and is also the biggest chunk allotted to any 

ministry or department,‖ he said. 

 

AI Impact Summit 2026 begins today, Modi set to inaugurate India AI Expo 

 AI           2026          ,             AI ए                     

 AI Impact Summit 2026 begins today, Modi set to inaugurate India AI Expo 

 AI इ    स    2026    स     ,      इ      AI ए       उ          ग  

 Global tech leaders Sundar Pichai and Sam Altman and leaders of about 20 countries, 
including Brazil and France, are among those from about 100 countries expected to attend 
the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Impact Summit this week. 

                               औ      ऑ          ग ग 20              ,             औ  

             , उ                      इस स                         (AI)                ग 

          ए  ग ग 100       स         उ      । 

 The event kicks off on Monday with Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurating the “India AI 
Impact Expo 2026”, which includes pavilions from 13 other countries. 

          स                                 “       AI      ए    2026”    उ          

स         ग ,   स   13                             । 

 The event is being hosted from February 16 to 20 at the Bharat Mandapam complex in 
Delhi where the G-20 Summit was hosted first in 2023. 

          16    20                                स                          ,      

2023             G-20                        । 

 It marks the fourth AI Summit after summits in the United Kingdom, South Korea, and 
France. 

         AI              , इसस                      ,             औ           स  स     

          । 
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 Officials said it would be showcased as the first time the summit on the transformative 
effect and challenges from AI is hosted in a Global South country. 

                      इस            स                    एग     AI                     औ  

                  स       स                                   । 

 ―India has consistently championed the voice of developing economies in digital policy 
forums. The summit will push for equitable access to AI resources and fair rule-making,‖ a 

senior government official said. 

 ए       स                    , ―                              ग              

                     स            ।         स     AI स स                   औ  

            -            ए         एग ।‖ 

 Unlike developed countries, India was not seeking to build regulatory frameworks, but was 
focusing the summit on a “human-centric” approach, for the “economic good” of all, the 

official added. 

                        स                 ,                                                , 

         स        स      “         ”      ए “    -     ”                          । 

 According to a statement issued by the Prime Minister‟s Office on Sunday, the AI Impact 
event will feature more than 3,000 speakers over 500 sessions and host more than 300 
exhibitions and live demonstrations of AI technology and startups, which are ―structured 
across three thematic chakras — People, Planet and Progress‖. 

                                                 स  , AI इ             500                 

3,000                      ग  औ  AI             -      300                   औ  

                   ग ,      ―                 —     ,       औ        —    स           ग     ।‖ 

 The government hopes to attract more than 2.5 lakh visitors to the event, the statement said. 

             ग      स        इस          2.5                                उ      । 

 After the Expo inauguration on Monday, the summit will see an “all-woman” hackathon on 

Tuesday in Delhi. 

 स         ए       उ             ,   ग                     स            ए  “ऑ -    ” 

                 ग । 

Stacked schedule 

           

 Mr. Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron will hold bilateral talks in Mumbai on 
February 17. 

         औ     स                 ए        17                                   ग । 

 On February 18, he will host a dinner banquet for the dignitaries and then chair a leaders‟ 
summit followed by a Tech-CEOs event on February 19. 

 18             ग                 ए                        ग  औ  इस                 

                       ग ,   स       19             -              ग । 

 Lula, who will hold bilateral talks with Mr. Modi, is accompanied by a large AI official and 
tech company delegation and will host an entire session on February 20. 

                      ,               स                   ग , ए      AI         औ         

                           स            औ  20          ए       स            ग । 

 The heads of 18 other countries attending range from European countries including 
Switzerland, Spain, Serbia, Slovakia, Croatia, Estonia, Netherlands, Finland and 
Greece, to Mauritius, Bhutan and Sri Lanka in the neighbourhood and Kazakhstan, two 
countries from South America (Bolivia and Guyana) and one from Africa (Seychelles), a list 
provided by the External Affairs Ministry said. 

                      गई स          स  ,   ग           18                                   

         ,    ,       ,         ,   ए    , ए      ,          ,        औ            

  , स         स                 ,       औ        ,        ,                        

(         औ        )           स                । 

 Crown princes of Liechtenstein and the United Arab Emirates will also attend as heads of 

their delegations as will some prominent former leaders such as former British Prime 
Ministers Tony Blair and Rishi Sunak. 
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          औ                        उ     स        -                                    

  ग   ग , स                                       औ             स                        उ     

   ग । 

 Ministerial delegations from over 45 countries would participate, officials said. Antonio 
Guterres, whose tenure ends this year, will also attend. 

                      45                                         ग   ग ।                    

ए               ,               इस     स             ,    इस            ग । 

 Officials said that big tech leaders such as Google‘s Sundar Pichai and Open AI CEO Sam 
Altman will ―headline‖ sessions as will Demis Hassabis, Dario Amodei and Brad Smith. 

                      ग ग                 औ  OpenAI    CEO     ऑ        स  -स         

       ,               औ             स       ―     इ ‖    ग । 

 Jensen Huang, who was to be a key speaker, pulled out on Saturday ―due to unforeseen 

circumstances‖. 

 ए           CEO           ,                        ,           ―                  ‖    

             गए। 

 Bill Gates, who is at the centre of allegations over his links with American businessman and 
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, is expected to attend. 

          ,                  स    औ                       ए     स  स                    

 ग    ,    इस                 उ      । 

 On Monday, Mr. Gates will be in Andhra Pradesh for a series of meetings with Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu to discuss digital technologies and health development issues. 

 स            ग   स                ग ,                                  स                      

औ                               ए  ई   ठ         ग   ग । 

India adds more than 50,000 MW of 

power generation capacity 

         50,000                       

                

 India has added 52,537 megawatts (MW) of 

electricity generation from all sources combined in 
the ongoing financial year until January 31, the 
Union Power Ministry said on Sunday. 

                   31                  स         स  

       52,537         (MW)       उ          

       ,                                      । 

 This translates to an addition of more than 
11% to the total installed capacity of the country at 

the end of the previous financial year. 

                                                       

11% स                           । 

 ―This [also] marks the highest-ever capacity 
addition in a single year, surpassing the previous 
record of 34,054 MW achieved during FY 2024–25,‖ 

it stated. 

 ―   [  ] ए                                    

                 ,            2024–25             स  

34,054                                       ,‖         

    ग  । 

 Of the total generation capacity added, 
39,657 MW comes from renewable energy sources. 

      गई     उ             स  39,657         

         ऊ          स        । 

 This includes 34,955 MW from solar power 
and 4,613 MW from wind power. 
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 इस   34,955             ऊ    स  औ  4,613             ऊ    स          । 

 With the addition, according to the Ministry, India commands a total power generation 
capacity of 5,20,510.95 MW. 

 इस         स  ,              स  ,                   उ          5,20,510.95            गई 

  । 

 Approximately 48%, or 2,48,541.62 MW, is based on fossil fuels. 

  ग ग 48%,      2,48,541.62        ,                     । 

 The generation capacity centered on renewable sources represents about 50.5% of the 
overall capacity at 2,63,189.33 MW, while nuclear accounts for approximately 1.6% at 8,780 
MW. 

                          उ                       ग ग 50.5%   ,    2,63,189.33 

          ,             ऊ     ग ग 1.6%      8,780           । 

 

Cotton farmers oppose Goyal‟s U.S. import remarks, warn of price crash 

                                                         ,               
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 Groups of farmers across the country protest against the statement that India can import raw 
cotton from the U.S., process it into cloth and export it back at zero reciprocal tariff; farm 
bodies say this will intensify indebtedness in crisis-ridden fields 

             स        स    इस                                               स         स 

        स      , उस           स        स       औ                        स           

स      ;   स   स गठ                  इसस  स                   औ     ग  

 Groups of cotton farmers across the country have protested against Union Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal‟s recent statement that if India purchases raw cotton from the United 
States, processes it domestically, makes cloth and exports the finished products back to the 
U.S., then the country can avail itself of a zero reciprocal tariff — similar to a facility 
reportedly extended to Bangladesh. 

              स   स        स                                                                   

                                      स         स          , उस          स            , 

              औ        उ            स                       ,                           

   स          स       —                                  गई   । 

  ―Just as Bangladesh has a facility that if raw material is purchased from America, processed 
into cloth and exported, it will be available at zero reciprocal tariff, India also has the same 
facility and will get it,‖ he said. 

 ―  स                   स    स                                स          ए,          स     

                 ए                          उ      ग , उस                स        स      

   औ     इस         ग ,‖ उ         । 

 If calculated as per the M.S. Swaminathan formula, the minimum support price (MSP) for 
cotton should have been ₹10,075 per quintal, and the MSP fixed was ₹7,710 per quintal. 

     ए .ए .                    स   ग         ए,       स                    (MSP) 

₹10,075                    ए   ,         ए एस   ₹7,710             । 

 ―Cotton imports from the U.S. surged 95.5% from $199.30 million in January–November 
2024 to $377.90 million in January–November 2025,‖ the SKM said. 

 ―        स     स           –      2024    $199.30        स            –      2025 

   $377.90           ग  ,      95.5%        ,‖ एस  ए        । 

 It stated India‘s cotton production for 2025–26 is estimated at 29.22 million bales, whereas 
U.S. production for 2024–25 stood at 14.41 million bales. 

 इस       ग                 स उ     2025–26      ए 29.22                        ,      

           उ     2024–25    14.41               । 

India‟s Handbook Of Statistics On Indian States 

 During 2024-25, its Gross State Domestic Product registered a growth of 11.2%, according 
to the Reserve Bank of India‟s Handbook Of Statistics On Indian States. 

 2024-25         ,                     Handbook Of Statistics On Indian States       स  , 

इस                      11.2%                    । 

Professors of Practice 

 Tamil Nadu is leading the way in hiring industry 
experts as ‗professors of practice‘ in its Higher Education 
Institutions to impart real-world experiences in the 

classroom. 

                                  उ  ग             

‗        ऑ       ‘                               ,      

                                      स  । 

 The South Indian State is followed by Maharashtra 
and Gujarat, according to University Grants Commission 
data. 

                        स  , इस                        

        औ                  । 
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 According to the data, 1,841 PoPs have been hired by 349 institutions so far, the highest of 
them in Tamil Nadu (395). 

              स  ,       349              1,841               ए गए   ,       स स       

         (395)      । 

 While 193 PoPs have been hired in Maharashtra (193), Gujarat and Karnataka have 
appointed 179 and 170 professionals, respectively. 

              (193)    193               ए गए   ,             औ                 179 औ  

170                     ई   । 

 Leading the way in hiring industry professionals in the academic workforce are private 
universities, while the Central universities have hired only 15 PoPs so far. 

                                                                   ,            

                          15               ए   । 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambiguities in the U.S.-India trade deal 

       -             झ            ए  

 The interim agreement raises several uncomfortable questions on a wide spectrum of 
issues, from its likely impact on several key stakeholders in India, particularly farmers, to 
the ability of the Indian government to take sovereign decisions in critical areas. 

            झ     ई         उठ      ,                              स         ,            

    ई              ,                ,    स            स                               

                                             । 

 Almost a year after India agreed to launch negotiations for a bilateral trade agreement with 
the U.S., the two countries took the first step by agreeing on an interim agreement. 

                       स                स                           स         ग ग ए      

                            झ       स                    उठ   । 

 This agreement ends a period of fractured ties between the two strategic partners that began 
in August 2025 when U.S. President Donald Trump imposed 25% tariffs on imports from 
India, and additional tariffs of 25% as penalty for importing Russian crude oil. 
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   स                      ग                  2025 स                             स    

                                                   स          25%                     

                  25%             ग      । 

 As per the interim agreement, the U.S. will reduce tariffs on India‘s imports from 50% to 
18% while India makes three significant concessions. 

         झ          स   स              स              50%          18%    ग       

                           ग । 

 First, India will eliminate or reduce tariffs and non-tariff barriers on its imports of all industrial 
goods and a wide range of food and agricultural products from the U.S. 

    ,      स         स         औ   ग                     औ       उ             औ  

ग  -        ए  स             ग । 

 Secondly, India, as per Executive Order issued alongside the Joint Statement, has made a 
commitment to stop ―directly or indirectly‖ importing Russian oil. 

  स  , स            स                            स           ―           ‖    स      

                             ई   । 

 Finally, India has expressed its intent to purchase $500 billion of U.S. energy products, 
aircraft and aircraft parts, precious metals, technology products, and coking coal over 
the next 5 years. 

               ग   5        500             ऊ    उ   ,       औ          ग,           , 

     ग   उ    औ       ग                              । 

 Advocates argue that the reduction in U.S. tariffs would provide opportunities to Indian 

businesses to expand their presence in the world‘s biggest economy. 

स                                         स           स               स स              

              स      ग । 

 They argue that India‘s labour-intensive products, especially textiles and clothing, would 
gain a competitive edge over neighbouring countries in South and Southeast Asia that face 

higher U.S. tariffs. 

उ                         -     उ                 औ                 औ      -     

ए                                   ग       उ        ग    । 

 However, this advantage would be diluted as the U.S. and Bangladesh trade deal of 
February 9 allows certain textile and clothing products from Bangladesh duty-free access 

into the U.S. 

                     स             9                    औ                   झ       

                         औ         उ                             । 

Protecting farmers interests 

                          

 One, the interim agreement does not explicitly state that India would not reduce tariff-
sensitive agricultural products, especially cereals, as has been the case in all its Free 

Trade Agreements. 

    ,        स               स              ग                                   ,         

    ,                   ग    स                  स                । 

 Serious doubts arose when the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins stated that 
the deal would help export more American farm products to India‘s massive market and 

boost rural income in the U.S. 

ग     स        उ    ए                                                स                  

                                            औ                    स       ग । 

Unanswered questions 

           

 Two, the interim agreement states that India would address long-standing Non-Tariff 
Barriers (NTBs) to trade of U.S. food and agricultural products. 
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  स  ,        स             ग                          औ       उ                       स   स  

         -                     ग । 

 The U.S. has consistently opposed India‘s refusal to import Genetically Modified (GM) food 
products, considered a major NTB. 

स              स   स                                                       स  इ        

                 । 

 By agreeing to resolve ―long-standing concerns‖, has the government allowed imports of GM 
food products? 

     स   स                                   स             स                               

                       । 

 Three, why has the government accepted an unequal trade agreement by eliminating tariffs 
on U.S. imports while allowing 18% tariffs on India‘s exports? 

  स  , स                                  औ                   18%              

              झ                  । 

 Before the tariff war, average U.S. tariffs on India‘s exports were around 2.5%, implying a 
seven-fold increase. 

        स                        औस               ग ग 2.5%   ,                     

         । 

 Four, why has India accepted such a deal when the legitimacy of these tariffs is being 
questioned in U.S. courts, and when countries like Brazil and China refused to yield to such 

pressures? 

    ,    इ                                                         औ                  स        

                   ,             स  स              । 

 Finally, why has the government allowed continued surveillance on India‟s oil imports with 
a threat of 25% additional tariffs if imports of Russian oil resume? 

     , स                                    औ   स                            25% 

                              । 

 

Tariff-driven exim: access can‟t guarantee success 

    -            -    :                                   

 The world trade (see table) is about $24 trillion, accounting for 25% of the world GDP. 

           ग ग 24                   ,          GDP    25%   । 

 The top countries are in both lists — export and import. 

                औ             स                  । 

 The top 10 countries account for 50% of global imports and exports. 

     10                औ            50%      ए           । 

 Access is the easy part, and access via tariffs is the new contained globalisation. 

      स          , औ                स        ई स               । 

 We will see quick results in commodities both ways, but we will see slow progress in 
branded goods and services with real value. 

                                     ग ,                                     औ            

 ग          ग । 

 It will take a decade for us to gain from these trade agreements. 

 इ        स       स              ए       ग ग । 

 Let‘s see how India, the No. 3 GDP country in the world, will gain by integrating with large 

trade countries. 

  इए                               GDP                             स          स      

उठ एग । 

 Our supply chains will become global; our consumer choices will also become global. 

                   ए           ग ;                               ग । 

 We have no choice but to be a global trade partner of the top 10. 

         स      10                                        ई             । 
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 FDI and capital markets will gain with trade stability and news of access. 

 FDI औ                          औ                स             ग । 

 Expect strong growth in market cap. 

                            उ       । 

 But FDI must move up to 3–4% of GDP to create good jobs. 

              स               ए FDI    GDP    3–4%           ग । 

 Future exporters should learn global brand building from two-wheeler brands like Bajaj and 
TVS. 

                           औ  TVS   स                 स                    स         ए। 

 Their playbook will help. 

 उ                 ग । 

 Technology brands can learn from the IT services industry. 

                            स  स   स      । 

 Indian brands will need to get competitive in the domestic market. 

                                               ग । 

 It is not easy to beat Indian brands in India, and hence companies will need to over-invest — 
not in advertising but in understanding consumer shifts by region. 

                                 स          , इस  ए                               ग  —        

       ,                         स       । 

 Indian brands have nothing to worry about — very few multinational brands have 
succeeded in the Indian market in areas of concern like dairy and agriculture. 

                                          —       औ         स                                

                स    ए   । 

 The Indian farmer needs the right support for quality produce. 

                                       ए स   स         ए। 

 Our soft power rank is 30th — this must go up. 

                    30       — इस          ग । 

 Our innovation rank is No. 38 — we must get into the top 15. 

                  38       —          15          ग । 

 Our global competitiveness score is 41, way too low for a No. 3 GDP nation. 

                             41   ,          GDP               ए          । 

 We need to protect IP — our rank in IP is 38. 

                 (IP)               ग  — इस             38   । 

 The government, bureaucracy and regulators must unite to reduce processes, improve 
consistency and draw the line on deviation. 

      ,          औ              ए         ,       स       औ           स            

     ए ए        । 

 India must move away from the low-wage advantage moat. 

                                    ई स             ग । 

 Wages will not remain low over a decade, and China is a good example. 

 ए                         ग , औ      इस       उ        । 

 India cannot play the low wages card for long. 

                          स               स   । 

 For Indian brands to be global successes, we need to improve design thinking, get better 
at understanding global consumers, and not remain content with serving the Indian 
diaspora. 

                                   ए                स         ग ,                         

स       ग , औ                       स                 ग । 

 Not a single global brand has emerged from India from serving the Indian diaspora. 

            स       स              स    ई                    उ      । 

 We need to hire multi-country managers and integrate them into our culture and ways of 
working. 

       -                          उ               औ              ए             ग । 
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GS Paper III: S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED     16 February 2026 

1. Launch vehicle debris with ISRO logo, National Emblem found on Maldives 
island 

                         औ                                          
2. Cows can use tools, and one Austrian cow has now shown it clearly 

                               , औ  ए  ऑ                           

             

3. What are bio-based chemicals and enzymes? 

   -             औ  ए           ? 
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LVM3 launch vehicle 

 Launch vehicle debris with ISRO logo, National Emblem found on Maldives island 

              र   र       और र                                       
 On December 19, 2025, the ISRO launched the LVM3-M6/BlueBird Block-2 Mission, a 

dedicated commercial mission aboard the LVM3 launch vehicle. 

 19        2025   , इस      LVM3              स    LVM3-M6/         -2     , ए  

स                  ,         । 

 During the mission, it successfully launched the BlueBird Block-2 satellite of AST 
SpaceMobile, U.S., and on November 2 the space agency used the LVM-3 to launch the 
CMS-03 communication satellite. 

 इस              , इस   एए             ,                     -2         स          

        , औ  2                 ए  स     LVM-3    उ   ग    CMS-03                      

    । 

 The LVM3 is the heaviest rocket developed by the ISRO and is a three-stage launch 
vehicle comprising two solid strap-on motors, a liquid core stage, and a cryogenic upper 
stage. 
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Cows can use tools, and one Austrian cow has now shown it clearly 

                               , औ  ए  ऑ                              

          

 A cow named Veronika has been documented using a brush as a tool, choosing different 
ends and techniques for different body parts. 

Veronika        ए  ग      brush    ए  tool          उ   ग       ए          ग     ,    

  ग-  ग body parts      ए   ग-  ग ends औ  techniques         । 

 The finding challenges long-held assumptions about cattle cognition and suggests our 
environments and biases, rather than animals, set the limits of what we notice. 

   finding cattle cognition                 स   स            assumptions                   औ  

   स                                      environments औ  biases                        

notice            औ  उस   limits      । 

 In 1960, when she was studying chimpanzees in Tanzania, the primatologist Jane 
Goodall observed one chimp strip a stick of its leaves and use it to extract termites 
from a mound. 

1960   ,       Tanzania    chimpanzees                   , primatologist Jane Goodall 

   ए  chimp    ए       स  उस             उस  termite mound स                    ए उ   ग 

      ए     । 

 It purported to show ―a cow using a stick-like object to scratch her body in a way that did not 
appear accidental,‖ she recalled. 

उस                       ―ए  cow    stick-like object    उ   ग                    स  

         ए        ग                     ग       ,‖ उ              । 

 In Nötsch, the researchers designed an experiment to test Veronika‟s abilities. 

Nötsch   ,              Veronika                              ए ए     ग           । 

 They chose a wooden scrubbing brush with bristles at the end of a smooth, long handle and 
expected Veronika to (a) use the brush to scratch parts of her body that were otherwise hard 

to reach, and (b) show a preference for the bristled end. 

उ      ए       ,                       स                   ग            औ  उ          

Veronika (a)              उ                        ए       उ   ग    ग                ठ    , 

औ  (b)   स        स                   एग । 
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 Ideally, Veronika‟s abilities shouldn‘t surprise us: ―Given that there are numerous instances 

where cows have been recorded to make use of their tongues … to open locks… it is not very 
surprising,‖ University of Hyderabad associate professor of neural and cognitive sciences 
Joby Joseph said. 

        स , Veronika        ए                             ए: ―          ए     ई     ग     

               उ   ग                  ए          ग     …                       ,‖ 

University of Hyderabad         औ  स                 स -    स  Joby Joseph       । 

 According to Dr. Osuna-Mascaró, cattle are seen as less intelligent than they actually are for 

two reasons: ―a lack of opportunity and observation,‖ and due to ―anthropocentric and 
utilitarian assumptions about animal minds.‖ 

Dr. Osuna-Mascaró       स  ,             उ                   स     स           , इस      

       : ―  स  औ               ,‖     ―                      -      औ  उ    ग       

     ए ।‖ 

 Anthropocentrism is the belief that human beings are superior to all other life. 

Anthropocentrism                     स           स        । 

Animal farm 

         

 Despite co-existing for about 10,000 years, it is only now that scientists are taking cows‘ 

mental abilities seriously. 

 ग ग 10,000     स  स                 ,                 ग            स            ग       स  

         । 
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What are bio-based chemicals and enzymes? 

   -             औ  ए           ? 

Bio-based chemicals 

   -             

 Bio-based chemicals are industrial chemicals produced using biological feedstocks like 
sugarcane, corn, starch, or biomass residues, often through fermentation or enzymatic 
processes. 

   -        स       औ                                  स  ग  ,    ,               स 

      स               ए                      ए        । 

 Examples include organic acids such as lactic acid, bio-alcohols, solvents, surfactants, and 

intermediates used in plastics, cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals. 

इस   उ                        स          ,    -     , स    , स               , 

        औ  औ    उ  ग                स            । 

 Enzymes are biological catalysts widely used in detergents, food processing, 
pharmaceuticals, textiles, pulp and paper, and increasingly in biomanufacturing. 

ए                              ,      स    , औ   ,   ,   ग            ए    -          

उ   ग        । 

 Enzymes often work at lower temperatures and pressures, reducing energy use and 
emissions. 

ए   इ                औ                        सस  ऊ          औ                  । 

Why does India need such chemicals? 

        ऐ                            

 India has strong fundamentals for scaling bio-based chemicals and enzymes including a large 
agricultural base, expertise in fermentation, and a growing manufacturing sector. 

          स    -        स      औ  ए   इ                                स               , 

                 औ                      । 

 Expanding this space could reduce import dependence on petrochemicals, create markets 
for agricultural produce, and make India a supplier of sustainable industrial inputs. 

इस                                           स      ,      उ           ए           स       

औ              औ                              स      । 

 India imported roughly $479.8 million worth of acetic acid in 2023. 

        2023     ग ग 479.8                    ए                  । 
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Where does India stand today? 

                

 India has prioritised bio-based chemicals and enzymes under the BioE3 policy of the 
Department of Biotechnology. 

           -                  BioE3                -        स      औ  ए   इ     

              । 

What are other countries doing? 

                    

 The EU Bioeconomy Strategy supports bio-based chemicals under circular bioeconomy 
goals linking climate action and sustainable growth. 

               -                           औ  स       स स          -                

    स            । 

 A major risk is the higher cost of bio-based products 
compared to petrochemical alternatives, creating an entry barrier for 
investment. 

ए                -उ                                             

                 औ             ए             । 

 Another risk is availability of reliable feedstocks and 
infrastructure for large-scale production. 

  स                       उ             स            औ           

   उ        । 

 A third challenge is market adoption, whether industries will 

shift to bio-based inputs even when costs are similar. 

  स                             उ  ग स      ग                -

       इ         ए ग         । 

 Scaling shared biomanufacturing infrastructure such as 

biofoundries, pilot plants, and demonstration facilities can reduce 
capital risk. 

स       -                  स        उ    ,            औ        

इ  इ                               स      । 

 Clear standards, certification, and procurement policies 
can build investor confidence. 

       ,       औ                                स      । 

GS Paper III: Environment, 

TOPICS COVERED     16 February 2026 

1. Hot air 

        

Hot air 

        

 Donald Trump is trying to turn back the clock on 
environmental issues. 

                                       छ                          । 

 As part of his continuing assault on science, U.S. President 
Donald Trump revoked a foundational guideline of the American 

environment regulator that allowed it to control the transportation 
sector‘s emission of greenhouse gases. 

               ग                                              

                                       ए             -            
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       ,    उस             स                   उस ग स      उ                               

       । 

 The repeal of the „endangerment finding‟ was the final, formal blow following a series of 
actions by the U.S.‘s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in weakening Obama-era 
administration fuel economy and greenhouse gas standards for vehicle model years 2021-26 

and loosening fuel efficiency norms. 

„ए                ‟                  औ             ,                          ए          

             ई            औ       उस ग स                          2021-26         

              ए ई                                                 । 

 The „endangerment finding‟ emerged after the US Supreme Court‟s 2007 decision, in 
Massachusetts vs EPA, which held that greenhouse gases qualify as ―air pollutants‖ and 

required the EPA to determine whether they endanger public health or welfare. 

„ए                ‟ 2007                                                          ए     

             स      ई,   स       ग           उस ग स  ―          ‖    औ  ए  स                 

         ए       स                                               । 

 In December 2009, the EPA concluded that six greenhouse gases — including carbon 
dioxide and methane — ―may reasonably be anticipated to endanger‖ health and welfare, 
drawing heavily on assessments by the IPCC and U.S. scientific bodies. 

       2009    ए  स                     छ              ,                ऑ     औ  

              ,     औ            ए         स      , औ                             

                           स                  । 

 Manufacturers accelerated fuel-efficiency improvements, invested in hybrid systems, 
lightweight materials, and, eventually, battery-electric vehicles. 

             ई         स               ई,   इ            ,     स     औ                    

                            । 

 Though indirect, the stricter greenhouse gas emission norms also influenced a worldwide shift 
away from the ‗small car‘ to the mid-sized Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV) with car makers 

improving the SUV‘s emissions profile. 

             स ,  ठ        उस ग स उ                           स                   

                                              ,   स                     उ           स     

    । 

 Mr. Trump seems to believe that doing away with the EPA regulations will revive America‘s 
‗gas guzzler‘ era, boost American manufacturing jobs, and somehow tie in with his 
administration‘s rediscovery of Venezuelan oil. 

                                              स       ई                               ग , 

            ग      ग  औ           ए          स        एग । 

 Auto-manufacturing production lines today are optimised around electrification, hybridisation 
and emissions controls. 

          इ  उ                        ,   इ          औ  उ                     

           । 

 With China dominating most of the production value chain, it is unlikely that auto-

manufacturers, who have invested over a multi-decadal horizon into clean vehicles — and 
with the intention to export to countries where emissions norms are only getting stricter by the 
day — will change tack to a regress. 

उ                             ग                            स                      ,         

      स                             औ   ठ   उ                                                

  ,         ग । 

 At best, the norms will be a speed bump to electric vehicle rollout and could win Mr. Trump 
some brownie points with his voter base. 

                                 स                  ग  औ  उ                स          

स      । 

 The real danger lies in automakers in India citing such regulation as a pretext to weaken fuel 

efficiency standards. 

                                           स                       ई                         

           स    स      । 
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